Campus and ESS Security 

  

The 1999 Columbine High School incident, followed by a series of violent episodes at secondary and higher learning institutions, have offered lessons to protect Emergency Services Sector (ESS) critical infrastructures.  The Emergency Management and Response—Information Sharing and Analysis Center (EMR-ISAC) continues to collect information and examine resources to assist the protection of responders on scene, maximize positive and constructive interactions with campus officials and populations, and streamline and standardize response protocols. 

  

A New York Times (NYT) article this week on the criticality of conducting regular school emergency drills quoted a county government official who said: “For the most part, we now have schools in the same district using different protocols and it’s confusing to staff and responders.”  The NYT article can be seen at this link: (http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/25/nyregion/25drills.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=In+an+Era+of+School+Shootings%2C+a+New+Drill&st=nyt&oref=slogin).  
  

One of the resources available to the ESS mitigates this problem by establishing preparedness plans that enable all involved parties to work in lockstep.  A CD developed by the North Carolina Attorney General’s office and disseminated by the Rural Law Enforcement Technology Center (RULETC), contains a dramatization of a school shooting incident that explains clearly the critical incident response procedures to be followed by all school districts in the state.  Accompanying it are a booklet of recommendations, a school safety plan generator, and a tutorial with an overview of the school violent critical incident process.  An important example of safeguarding emergency responders is a color-coded status system described on the CD.  Additionally, the step-by-step procedures of the incident process demonstrate clearly the value of a methodology that can be adhered to by all participants during a crisis situation.  ESS organizations can request no-cost RULETC materials by calling 1-800-787-2553, ext. 225. 

  

Area responders and school officials at an Eastern U.S. university campus recently conducted a live, full-scale drill to exercise the school’s “paper plan” and give all ESS agencies the opportunity to practice procedures and strategies for a “worst possible scenario.”  Among the procedures and strategies to practice are many that incorporate emergency sector personnel survival lessons learned from previous incidents, e.g., Columbine High School, which are now viewed as common sense, yet were synthesized from responses to chaotic, unpredictable, and highly dangerous situations.  After the Columbine incident, for instance, EMS agencies in the jurisdiction rewrote their staging and victim retrieval procedures and formed a Special Weapons and Tactics Team (SWAT)-medic training program. 

  

Dozens of resources for communities, schools, and responders can be found at http://www.edfacilities.org/rl/disaster.cfm.  The Federal Emergency Management Agency Emergency Management Institute provides Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning for Schools, an online, independent study course to help educators and first responders develop effective emergency operations plans for a wide array of potential school emergencies: http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is362.asp. 

